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. 4 Canada’s Naval Programme.
. _The resolution of Canada to build
. four Dreadnoughts is full of interest in
& oertain aspect of it which addresses
' es, As an expression of filial
 toward the mother country it is
- sdmirable, but as an adjunct to our navy
LIt is of agreeable significance. Canada
; ds a navy only in so far as she may
n that of the United States to be
! quate for her protection.
~ The defence against foreign aggres-
. mion of the eastern and western coasts
“of Canada is of equal concern to us with
L the defence of our own coasts. It is
‘mot possible to imagine an attack on
> Canada from without to which we could
or a moment be indifferent. We should
wish to crush it at its incep-
If these sentiments are shared by
her present naval ambition can
¥ t itself only in an aspect that is
. both graceful and propitious.
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Censtitution and the
troller.

and intricate legal com-
seem to attend the tenure of
. offfce of the State Comptroller whom
. Governor HucHES will name to succeed
' the Hon. CHARLEs H. GAUS, whose
‘has created a vacancy in that
The Albany Evening Journal,
. the organ of the Hon. WiLLIAM BARNES,
. Jr., asserts that the appointee of the
' Governor will hold office only until the
" Legislature meets and that the Legis-
" lature will then proceed to appoint a
 successor to serve until January 1, 1911,
. On the other hand, the general impres-
. sion among laymen seems to have been
. that the Governor's appointee would
' pemain in office until January 1, 1911.
Y The whole questiop, fundamentally,
. must turn upon the interpretation
| placed upon Section 5 of Article X. of the
. Constitution, which provides:
A The Lagisigture shall provide for nNlling vacan-
eles In ofMce, and In case of elertive ofices no
i phteou appointed to A1l a vacancy shall hold his
'\~ offiee by virtue of such appointment longer thaa
_ the commencement of the polltical year next suc
. cepaing the first annual election after the happen-
g of the vacancy.”
g point at issue is this: Does the
. Comstitution in its reference to annual
etions mean an annual election at
a vacancy could be filled, or does
a mere moment of time? The
" Hon. CHARLES H. GAvS died on October
. 31, seventeen days after the latest date
. onwhich avacancy in a State elective of-
" fice could be filled at the recent general
_ election, but two days before the actual
. holding of the election. If the Consti-
. tutional provision be interpreted as
© referring to an election at which a
. successor could be chosen, Mr. BARNES
" is mistaken in his contention; if it be
| imterpreted as merely fixing a date he
. is correct.
. The action of the Legislature in pro-
- vig a method of filling vacancies,
a8 ted by the Constitution, how-
. ever, gives color to the view that it
~ upderstood the Constitution to mean
- :mbb election day—that is, one on
g the vacancy could be filled. This
' is shown by the provision making Oc-
.- tober 14 the last day on which the va-
.. cancy could occur and be filled at the
. sWeveeding election. This is contained
. in8ection 4 of Chapter 630 of the Revised
Statutes, which provides:
\‘A vacancy occurring before October 15 In any
[.  year in an office authorized to be filled at a gen-
% . eral election shall be flled at the genera) election
" pext thereafter.”

»

B, The Governor will appoint a State

i Comptroller to serve until January 1,
[ 1910, or January 1, 1911, as the case may
¥ be, under Sections 30 and 31 of Chapter
' 881 of the Revised Statutes, which pro-

vide respectively:
Y When A vacancy occurs or exists * in

e office of * * * Comptroller * * while
e Legisiature is In session the two houses thereof

by joint ballot shall appoint a person to fill such
| actwal vacanoy.”

' " If & vacancy shall oceur, with no provision

1o M the same, If the oMce be elective, the Gover-
L mor shall appoint & person 1o execute the duties
thereof until the vacancy shall be filled by an
election.”

The provision that the Governor shall
appoint and his appointee hold office
nuntil an election is equally significant,
. because of the use of the word “ap-
" point” in the case of choice by the
mtm. Apparently the Legisla-
ture did not contemplate the interven-
tion of its appointment hetween the
" Governor's selection and election day,
}  Decause it describes ita own act as
§ appointment, not. election. Here again
" the vonstruction placed by Mr. BARNES
“ " seems forced and out of the spirit of the
#. langnage of the law.

L :An even more interesting question
" agiges, however. Article IX., Section
. 8, provides:

" wTne political year and the legisiative term

ol on the firgt day of January. and the
iy r shall assemble on the frst Wednes-

darn dsmwecy.”

Comp-
Roo

-

- | Officers act, appoint another man or re-

| fresh lease of official life lasting until

! rant any ipse dizit on the part of the lay-

urday. If the term of the Comptroller
appointed by the Governor be held
to expire on December 31, under Mr.
BARNES'S interpretation of the Consti-
tution, there yet remain four days in
1910 in which the Legislature is not in
session and in which it would appear
that the Governor may, under the Public

appoint his first selection. Apparently,
also, this would give the appointee n!

January 1, 1911, or until the end of the
official year after the annual election
of next year.

Precedent, of course, has too impor-
tant a bearing upon the matter to war-

man. Yet the foregoing survey of the
language of the law as well as the Con-
stitution tends to indicate that Mr.
BARNES is mistaken. But even if he
were right in his constitutional con-
struction, he has then to surmount the
difficulty of the Public Officers act,
which provides for appointment by the
Governor when the Legislature is not in
session and the constitutional provision
that the Legislature shall assemble on
the first Wednesday of the year, thus
giving the Governor four days in which
to exercise the prerogative of appoint-
ment in a new year and thereby to es-
cape any consequences of any interpre-
tation placed on the constitutional
section Mr. BARNES cites. An interest-
ing legal fight is in any event assured if
the Legislature seeks to assert the right
Mr. BARNES claims forit and appoint
a Comptroller to succeed the Governor's

appointee.

When the Executive Resumes Its
Functions—-For Consideration.

New, automatic, self-registering, in-
violable and incorruptible scales are to
be substituted for those now in use at
this port and at Boston. This, it is
expleined with an ingenuousness and
a simplicity almost appalling, will do
away with all possibility of wrongdo-
ing by the chartered and privileged
thieves whose welfare is Mr. WiLLIAM
LOER’'S special care.

The combination of WrLLiam LoOEB
and HERBERT PARSONS as a moral propo-
sition is as incredible as it is astounding.
Is this town conscious of the insult and
the outrage to which it is subjected?
When it was first proposed to supplant
Collector FOWLER, probably because of
his pestiferous meddling with matters
that only concerned his betters and the
Sugar Trust, we protested when LOER'S
name was mentioned. We denounced
his selection as an intolerable insult to
this community. Our feeling in the
matter seemed only to confirm the Ex-
ecutive in ita determination to impose
him upon us,

It is but just to admit in mitigation
that the President appears to have
been under some grievous compulsion.
It was currently accepted that LoOEB,
whose unrestricted proficiency in vi-
carious mendacity had saddled his
gifted master with a prodigious burthen
of gratitude, was to be recompensed
with a seat in the new Cabinet. In this
Mr. TAPT was most loath to acquiesce
and his reluctance was accentuated
by one of his most valued and trusted
counsellors who did not hesitate to indi-
cate the startling discrepancy between
Loer’s stature and the standard de-
sirable for Cabinet use. However, he
was relieved by the discovery that
master and man would be assuaged
by the Collectorship of New York, a
solution infinitely grateful to Mr. TarT
and pregnant with nausea for this
community.

We have bowed humbly to our ig-
nominy, conscious that the President,
too, had his claims for commiseration.
We feel the equal of any in our capacity
for resignation, but our limitations are
too narrow and we protest.

Our All Big Gun Ships.

This is indeed the day of big things
in the United States navy. Two super-
Dreadnoughts, the Delaware and North
Dakota, are under trial and the largest
dry dock in the world is building at
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The Delaware
has slightly exceeded expectations in
the matter of speed, and the North
Dakota is so much better than speci-
fications that exultation over her per-
formances is fully justified. The North
Dakota was to be a 21 knot all big gun
ship, and she proves to be of 22 knots
or better. Her achievement looks like
a triumph for the Parsons turbines
with which she is fitted, for the Dela-
ware, which previously held the record
for battleships so quickly beaten, has
engines of the reciprocating type.

In normal displacement the British
battleship Neptune, recently launched,
will be as big a ship or perhaps slightly
larger (20,250 tons) than the North
Dakota, but the American battleship is
almost ready for commission, and it
will be some time before the Neptune
flies the flag. The fact will hardly be
disputed that the United States can
point to the Delaware and North Dakota
as the most formidable battleships
afloat. At the same time Great Britain
has in the original Dreadnought, the
Bellerophon, the Téméraire and the
Superb, all in commission, and with the
addition of the powerful and fleet bat-
tleship cruisers Invincible, Inflexible
and Indomitable, also in commission, a
well rounded fleet of all big gun ships.
The necessities of the case require Great
Britain to be always in the van, so that
when the Florida and Utah, sister ships
to the Delaware and North Dakota, are
complefed Great Britain will have re-
enforced her all big gun fleet with the
Neptune, Colossus and Hercules, and
perhape another battleship still un-
named, and she will be rapidly laying
down other big ships to maintain her
superiority over Germany.

In the recent armor and gun test in
France when the obeolete battleship
Jena was used as a target it was demon-
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could not resist the projectiles of big
guns. The result ought to be gratifying
to American constructors, for the Dela-
ware and North Dakota are much better
armored than British ships of the Belle-
rophon class, the Americans having
a uniform thickness of eleven inches
amidships, at the ends and on the deck
slopes, as compared with eleven amid-
ships, six and four at the ends and two
and a half inches on the deck slopes for
the British ships. In battery power
there is not much to choose and perhaps
the difference in speed will not prove to
be striking, but the uniform and thicker
protection of the American battleships
ought to count mightily in action.

It may properly be regretted that in
the United States navy we have no
swift and powerful armored cruisers
like the Invincibles of the British navy.
In armor they are much inferior to the
Delaware type and have two 12 inch
guns less in their main battery, but their
speed of 25 knots and over is a factor to
be reckoned with. They are faster than
our, crack armored cruisers the North
Carolina and Montana, greatly superior
to them in battery power and should
be more than a match for any battle-
ship of the ante-Dreadnought period.

Did Taft Fall in Virginia?

Really we can see no reason in the
now promulgated theory that “Tarr
has failed in Virginia.” What we
should like to know is: What did the
President attempt in Virginia to justify
the present rumor that he has “failed”?
It does not seem to us that anything of
that kind can be found in the results.
If it is true, as reported, that he ap-
pealed to Congressman SLEMP to ac-
complish certain results, the returns
show in great abundance that SLEMP
didn't accomplish them, whatever they
may have been; but who is SLEMP that
the President should have selected him
to work a miracle in Virginia?

Mr. SLEMP is said to be a very bright
young man—the son of his father, by
the way—who inherited the seat from
Big Stone Gap in southwest Virginia.
He seéems to oecupy in that State very
much the place once filled in Maryland
by the Hon. SypNmy E. Mupp. In
other words, he is energetic, “smart,”
with a talent for placing his workers
and dependents, as always happens
under Republican Administrations in
States where Republican Representa-
tives are lonely and the patronage un-
duly concentrated; but Mr. SLEMP is no
leader, at least in the sense supposed
to be established in Mr. TAFT'S mind.
He appears to be popular in his foriorn
mountain distriot, and on the strength
of his Joneliness he has a certain influ-
ence over the organization elsewhere,
Virginia is Democratic, however, with
the old Whig ferment hard at work, and
its redemption to Republican policies
and principles must be achieved, if at
all, through agencies that are now part
of its inper life. Into that life Con-
gressman SLEMP does not enter and
can never enter,

If Mr. TAFT wants to oconvert Vir-
ginia he must work through the instru-
mentalities that Virginia recognizes,
and they are numerous and efficient;
but we put no faith in the otherwise al-
luring story that he leaned on SLEMP
and got failure for his pains.

A Text of Gold.

The reports of the President’s volumi-
nous utterances have yielded nothing
worthier of selection, exhibition and pres-
ervation than this, from Savannah:

* My friends, that leads me up w0 one little ser-
mon, and that Is the wisdom and necessity of fol-
lowing the law as it Is. | know that sometimes In
the zest of enthusiasm of reform there is an im-
patience with legal limitations and statutes that
seem (o be directed against that reform, or to pre-
vent its Immediate accomplishment, such as to
lead us to disregard it or to Ignore it. 1 do not
think, and 1 am sure you will agree with me, that
is the best way of getting rid of a legal limltation
that interferes with progress. The best way is o
have the people understand that limitation ought
10 be removed and that the statutes of our Govern-
ment ought to conform so far as may be to our
highest ideals and ambitions, but that the fArst
thing that we have got to do after arousing the '
people 1o the necessity of change Is to change the H
law and not rely upomn the Fxecutive himself 1o
ignore the statutes and follow & law unto himself
because it Is supposed 1o be the law of higher
morality. Therefore let us first make the laws to
accord 1o our desires and our ambitions and then
follow them.”

This we understand to be a close if
unconscious paraphrase of the opinion
of the Supreme Court of the United
States in the case of Kansas ve. Colo-
rado, dismissing that doctrine of Fed-
eral power which the Solicitor-General,
the Hon. HENRY M. Ho¥T of Pennsyl-
vania, propounded to the Court in the
interest of Rooseveltian progress,

Two Nutmeg Prophets.

Since the Hon. BEARTOWN BEEBE of
Lee, Mass, , departed from a world which
lost in him the noblest of the Weather
Wise we have looked sadly and vainly
for one worthy to wear his robe. AN-
DREW JACKSON DE VOE, the Hackensack
Wizard, is endeared to us indeed by old
use and wont. A generation ago he
was looking into the seeds of blizzards
and foretelling the early, middle and
latter rain. In no ingratitude to that
diviner do we aver that the Jerseys
have weathers of their own more than
enough to keep a school of soothsayers
working overtime. The Hon. ROBERT
BaiLy THOMAS covers finely a conti-
nental fleld, but even he is of little use
to us in Alaska. MoORE of Washing-
ton cannot always be depended upon to
go wrong. Where shall we look for
absolute safety and comfort?

Hopes beckon to us from Nutmegia.
The Hon. HORACE JOANSON of Middle
Haddam and the Hon. HENRY HEDGES
of Middletown are venerated through-
out New England. They cah tell the
wind a week ahead and make it come to
order, we dare say, by whistling; and
their instruments, whethér physical or
mental, for registering changes of tem-
perature are such that the Hon. CHARLES
HoPrINS CLARK of Hartford, for in-
stance, can’t eat a plate of pistache ice
cream without affecting the sensitive
machinery in Middletown and Middle
Haddam.

Next Friday the Connecticut warlocks
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] Jupuary 1 of next year falls on Sat-
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strated that the protection of the Jena | will have a tug of warlockry. A presi-

dent is to be inducted into office at Wes-
leyan University, an event not to be
accomplished, of course, without the
benigrn presence of Mr. Tarr. Mr.
Hepoees, who has every reason to wish
that the day be as fair as the Governor’s
Foot Guard, swears it will be fair. The
Middle Haddamite swears that it will
be stormy. One serpent must eat the
other up. Next Saturday we shall salute
the winner, the crowned forecaster of
Connecticut. Can he or anybody take
the place of the ever to be lamented
BEARTOWN BEEBE? 3

In the newspaper accounis of Mr,
Tarr's visit to Birmingham, Ala., there
is a dearth of reference to Géneral Rurvus
N. Ruopss of that city which compels
us, however reluctantly, to suppose that
he was securely muzzled. We hear about
all sorts of forthcoming persons, even
Governor CoMEBR. Secretary DICKINSON
seems to have been the wit of the occasion,
but not so much as a bubble from the
General. Altogether the thing passed o
quite pleasantly in Birmingham.

The New Jersey game wardens are re-
ported to be “busy these days seeing to it
that no one kills a buck except on Wednes-
day and that no one kills a doe at any
time.” Several arrests have been made.
in the neighborhood of May's Landing.
They do things differently in Vermont.
In that State does can be killed in the open
season, so we read that a teacher on his
way to school in Windham county shot a
doe and that a rural free delivery ocar-
rier while “in the performance of his
duty” (lugging the mails) also brought
down a doe. In Massachusetts any one
at any time may shoot a deer that takes a
mouthful of any crop, and it is recorded
that one mountain farmer has potted fif-
teen deer during the last summer and
that another victim slew a deer and put
his damage at 15 cents, which was reduced
to 6 cents by a commission sitting at
an expense of $40 to the Commonwealth.
It follows that in Massachusetts the open
season lasts 365 days.

u:"n l-ur'o State ;.c. 3. ::‘n.‘n‘. the greatest
Nm“- e ..,Jﬂ Broww .? Geeorgla.
Statistically true; but why boast so much
when humble Florida, with her 58,680
square miles, is such a close second?

The t has just issued a thrilling
volume on e History of the Cow Tick."—
Balttmore

It's a mighty serious business for the
cow.

All virtuous men will rejoice to learn
that a bad boy of 10 has been sentenced
to a prison term of six years. He will
come oyt of prison peculiarly skilled in
crime and entirely beyond reformation.
Starting at a tender age with these ad-
vantages, he should rank high among the
enemies of order and prove a source of
great danger and expense to the State.

SAvAGE tore their line at will. —From a report of
footdall practice on Yale fleld.

An opening, instead of an open, game.

1 hope you do not think out in Chicago that [ am
contentious or quarrelsome. woulkd go tem
blocks out of my way 0 avold any kind of a quar-
rel.—Mapor-slect GAYNOR.
Most people would go more than ten
blocks out of their way to avoid GaYNOR.
—————————

On the Deck at the Pirsus.

To T™as EpiToR or THE BoN—Sir: It
may be inferred from the following extract
from Plutarch’'s essay entitled “Of Inguisi-
tiveness Into Things Impertinent” tbat
there were collectors of the port even in
his day:

It Is not il taken, If the searchers and officers
of the customs do Inspect goods openly imported,
but only when, with & design of being vexatious
and troublesome, they rip up the unsuspected
packets of private passengers: and yet evea this
they are by law authorized to do, and It Is some-
times to their loss If they do not.—"Morals,” voi-
ume 11, page 4%,

BrOOKLYN, November 4,

w. B

The Floweriag Japanese Style in the State
Department

To TAR EDITOR OF THR SUN - Sir: Referring to
the editorial article “The Bond of Brotherhood” In
to-day's Sux | wish to say that the allegation on
the partof the Taunton Gazette is not “invention or
apologue.” 1 enclose you the original “fact” ad-
d d to me, In resp to an inquiry in which
the address of the communication read:

“The Secretary of State,
“Washington,
“D. C

“Honorable Sir:"
New Yorx, November 4. w. P,

It is requested that all communications upon
ofMcial matters forwarded to the Department of
State should be addressed to

“The Honorable
“The Secretary of State,
“Washington.”

‘The New Inguisition.

To THE FOITOR OF THE SuN-—Sir: Dress is a
substitute for religious bigotry. When a man
cannot attack heretics he derives some satisfac-
tion from criticizing those who are poorly dressed.
We have an Inquisiticn widoh Is known as “So-
ciety.” The inquisitors of Fashion condemn the
unfashionable infidels. E. G. Bacon.

New Yorx. November 8.

The Wise Man o’ Beanfort.

From the Catholic Standard and Times.
| mind the day | went away, away from Beaufort
town,

Me - mone” .« Me purse an’ little else
These two strong hands | meant wan day to lay

on Fortupe's frown
An’ 1""|‘n the 32-:- face of her till It was smilin’

e.
Not there among the Kerry hills could such a
task d

one,
Not there where freedom’s self had slept five
hund: years an' more,
With each day, from the risin’ % the settin' o'

the sun,
As Ilke' the wan 1o fallow as the wan that went
before

ore.
Where young men trod their fathers' heels con-
ntedly an’ dreamed,
Nor éver strove for greater wealth or knowl-
edge or renown _
Than blessed the master o' the school—Jobn
earney, who was
The wisest an’ the richest man in all o' Beau-
fort town.

With hopes an’ fears these maay years ['ve tolled
"'..'°?'§‘ lj‘ovl "with Poverty trudged
* cheel on
o :GBM tgc 10! .

h.
lllg'l ©" mine, these bare,

But these two m\m
work hardened han
That plucked the frown from Fortune's brow
re filled with

. money now,
An' kno\hﬂfdu deeper than the kind that ever
schola

r

Or master ever taught from books in quiet

study hall, X

I've gathered through the passin’ years within
this grizzied bead

Al ready ul\ore for instant use whatever need

eall.

Small wonder, then, that 1, for wealth an’ wis-
dom widely famed,

Would smile a p/tyln’ smile betimes at thought

o' the renown

' Of Master Kearney there at home that all the

nclchbon_umed ,

The wisest an’ the richest man io all o' Beau-

fort town.

To dax’ 1 roam where once was home. Back here
n Beaufort town
1 w.(lg: the ould familiar ways, but O the bitter
Anr-.
For ou‘: o' tune with everytbing | wander up an’
jown
A stranger to e neighbor folk whose very
speech s uunﬂe.
The n'\-l wﬂo world | fought until it ylelded me
1s go
Has pu:‘u mark upon me, an' it will not let me
rest.
1 look with sorrow on the hills that never more
can hold
Contentment for the restiess heart that beatls
within me breast.
An’ so for all me wealth an’ fame, for all me pres-
ence here,
John Kearney o' the littie school, who prates
of verb an' noun
An’ has no care for anything beyond his narrow

s the wisest, richest in sl 0 -
B g  man o' Beau

ik . T A Davy,

o . P

g el o A L 7 TN

MR. HILL ON FOODS AND FARMS.

James J. Hill's analysis of present and
prediction of future conditions in the No-
vember issue of The Worid's Work would
be quite alarming were it not for his
presentation of a pratical remedy for
both present and future evils. He shows
not only “what we must do to be fed” but
also how we may be fed more abun-
dantly and more cheaply.

A point of possible weakness in Mr.
Hill's argument is his evident belief that
“the population of the United States will
be 200,000,000 by about the middle of the
present century, or in less than fifty years.”
If there shall come even an approach to
the economic conditions against which
he warns us the matter of population will
be to a large degree self-regulating. If
there comes a time when this country
must import foodstuffs at high prices
immigration will be effectively checked
and there will be an outflow to lands
where the struggle for existence is less
strenuous. People will come to us from
other lands only as long as there is plenty
toeat at fairly reasonable prices, and there
are many who would leave us if they could
live more easily elsewhere.

The number of inhabitants in the
United States fifty years henoce presents
no cause for serious anxiety to-day. The
larger problem appears in other features
of Mr. Hill's admirable article. That is
the establishment of conditions that will
make possible the reasonably easy aad
comfortable existence of even 200,000,000
people in 1950. Mr. Hill with entire cor-
rectness places the burden of the solution
of that problem with the farmers of the
country. “The value of our annual farm

product,” he says, “is now about eight |agains

billions of dollars. It might easily be
doubled. The farmers of the nation must
save it in the future, just as they bullt
it in the past.” Such an

patriotic service. It is required of them
that they serve their fellow men while

If that is oharity and publio
spirit, let us hope that our farmers will
make the most of it.

kindliness toward their fellow citizens,
may their pocketa fatten to
point with the dollars that
provided that the
wheat and beef

farmers and it needs a vast improvement
in farm methods. The needed results
can be brought about, as Mr. Hill says,
“only by a general understanding and
practice of agriculture as modern science
and experiment work explain it; by such
instruction as we now give in our techni-
cal schools and institutee for the trades.”
In other words, farming must be made
& business instead of a mere manual in-
dustry.

THE OVERTURN IN CLINTON.

The ©'Brien Machine a Vietim of Tues-
day's Electien.

To rax EpiTor oF TRE BUN—Sir: Tues-
day was a notable day for northern New
York politics, resulting as it did in breaking
the O'Brien machine, which for over twelve
years has dominated the Republican party
in Clinton county. The election was in
the nature of a landslide and showed the
extent to which popular feeling had risen
against the high banded methods practised
by the ring.
anti-machine Republicans united
in support of the Democratic candidates,
who with the exception of the County Clerk
were all elected, John Trombly for member
of Assembly, who stood, for direct primaries,
leading with a big majority. .

In Plattsburg Dr. Andrew Senecal’s elec-
tion was assured early in the day, and five
Aldermen out of six went anti-machine by
good majorities,

The Plattsburg Republican, sinoe 1811
the organ of the Democracy in the county,
reenforced by the Eveming Star, the inde-
pendent daily started this summer in con-
nection with it, led the campaign, which
has been most picturesque as well as lively,
and it has been going on now for three
years,

In Essex county the O'Brien ring, which
has been working hard to Increase its con-

trol there, was also badly beaten, M,
PLATTSBURG, November 4.
The Decline of Bicyeling.
To TER EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: With sorrow

1 look, with many others, on the slow decrease of
bleycling. It is a sport far o good to die and
should not be forgotten. Twenty years ago
nearly every one was cycling: now the bloycle
is merely used by most people for convenlence
In getting about town.

Undoubtedly the greatest wound received by
pleyeling was struck by the automoblle. What
good is sitting all wrapped up In fur robes to
riding along on a bicycle bhreathing in the pure
country alr and working to get somewhere' The
automoblle doesn't own the road and (despite
complaints) nearly every car will steer out for a
bicyelist, Anybow, sutomoblles aren't every-
where, although an occaslonal one is seen.

There is nothing more invigorating than a short
bicyele ride. 1t limbers a person up (for the time
being at least), and enables him to see some of the
surrounding country in a different way. A puse-
ture to a bicyclist means more than to the auto-
mobllist; invariably It means walk! Then after
pushing and pushing a nice hill, golng down Is
Jlike thesight of a lamp post to an Intoxicated man:
it means & good restful coast (not that a post s
a coast to Intoxicants).

Last but certainly not the least pleasure
comes In the getting home. Um! What a meal
you can eat. How good it fecls (o sit before the
fire and smoke or exchange sentiments on the ride!
Entirely different from coming home sleepy and
groggy from a ride in an automoblle,

Bicycling must pot die!

PLAINPIELD, November 4.

Uprising for E. M. Shepard.

To TRE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: You are quite
right In belleving that some nook or corner In
Brooklyn may harbor a man who would measure
up to the requirements of the leadership of the
Kings county Democracy In it present crisis.
Fdward M. Shepard measures up to the require-
ments of your article. He knows Brooklyn and
Tammany too, He Is scholarly, and for many
years has been a close student of national, State
and muunicipal affairs, Crafty district leaders
could not “jolly him,” nor could lurid articies or
flaming “news” in the flery dally comet saway him
In the least. R. 1. McGrewis,

BrooxLYN, November 3.

Kigne.

To tTae Epiror oF THR JON—Sir: In a com-
mission to one of the Governors of the Colonles
Issued by Willlam 1I1. in 1701 as Vice-Admiral he
was given orders as to various matters, and among
other things was charged with the responsibliity
for the royal fishes, which are designated as
“sturgeons, whales, porpolises, doiphins, kiggs and
grampuses.”

Will you please Inform me what “kiggs” were?

New Yosx, November 6. B.G. B

Our Young Barbarians.
Knicker—Don’'t you think football aboiltd be
made gentler?
Bocker—Yes, my boy has simply rulned his

D ——

THE NEW RULES FOOTBALL.

—— .
An Oid Rugby Player Thinks the Element
of Danger Is Still Too Great.

To rax EpiTon or THE BUN—Sir: I have
read with much interest many letters in
Tas Sux about the sad ending of the foot-
ball game between West Pointand Harvard,
some suggesting that football be abolished
and others malntaining that it is a fine,
healthy sport and that such accidents are
inevitable. It is argued by some that the
game is healthy for both body and mind,
not only hardening and training the body
but teaching the player to take hard knocks
in good part. A game that entails serious
injuries, a num! of them permanent, to
s0 many fine young men and boys and has so
large a death roll cannot surely be called a
“healthy game.”

That manly sports are a necessity in the
training of young raen apd boys is practi-
cally admitted by all save a few “faddists,”
but the same results can be attained and
young men tur out in as good condition
in both mind ahd body when such sports
and games are played with a minimum risk
to life and limb.

After so maoy expressions of opinion
chiefly from old stagers I may perhaps be
considered an intruder for “butting in” on
a subject in which I am not personally
concerned. It has, however, occurred to
me that as onlookers are often credited
with “seeing most of the game” my remarks
may not be taken nltogether amiss.

On Saturday last it was my privilege to

PoBveraat wih Rueby to 'f'“gEﬁg
by my coun n 1 ...r -
e

gt
Es

:

£155
i
! 'g

e

ié

i
J

il
TH
g

i

£
;

g
i

4
§§s
z!‘
=g
i
g3
=5

g8

FEGE
4
:gga

g
s

n our own conserv-
so, and I am not
hy do not the authori-
our ha earned

perience of a man who
not spent his whole life shut up in his own

ry"al meana sncourage all manly sports
and *But do not tumwunln{o’hdt-
atorial displays under the pretext of pre-
rcrinc the student for the be
ought later. If that pretext cou
water” it would be just as reasonable to
teach boys the art of boxing without gloves,
and fencing without the usual button, mask
or jerkin, Visiror,
NEw Yorx, November 4.

A Sport Less Dangereous Than Basketball.

To Tax EpiToR or TRR S8UN—Sir: I have
been reading with great interest the letters
of those who wish to abolish football. As
Iam a woman I have not written my opin-
fon of the game, as my sex is not supposed
to know much about it, but “W. C. T.'s"
letter has aroused me. Basketball, auto-
mobiling and mountain climbjng are much
more dangerous than this game, You

take up a paper without ing that
at one pmm been a day in

an automobile ident. )
't Bave Tollowed 1 up college football sinoe
1908. Not a Yale, Harv
er has ho?n seriously inju
ears, 1 y
do away wi

SREDR

Bl that thoroughiyund

and l. am oun th..t the muomx of !lum
agree with me. v e Fo
TiCA, November 4,

The Wolfe Memeorial Fand.

To THS EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: 1 have been
favored with a copy of TR SUN contalning my
appeal to American admirers of General Wolfe
to participate In the erection of a statue at his
birthplace. By some lnadvertence I see you have
omitted the address to which subscriptions may be
sent. It Is “Honorary Treasurer Wolfe Memorial
Fund, Royal Colonial Institute, London.,” and 1
shall be gratified if you will supply this omission,

The sum of £1,000 oaly Is required, of which
sum more than balf has already been subscribed.
Wil TR SUN readers help In this proposed tribute
to the man whose victory at Quebec lald the first
stone In the fabric of the republic?

Public Schools.

To Tz EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir: After read-
ing “C. B. L.'s" letter In Tax Sun of October 31
and the others of like Intent that appear from time
10 time, | want to say a word of praise for educa-
ton as it is dispensed in our publie schools.

My three boys, In classes 4B, 7B and 8B respec-
tively of Public School 188, possess a very good
knowledge of geography. They are well grounded
in arithmetic and along the line of so-called “gen-
eral education.” 1 am surprised that there is
time enough In the school day to teach them so
much. | am an enthusiast In my approval of
our public schools. FLORA HaAzanp,
New Yorg, November 3.

In the Erfe Reservation.

To T®® EpITon oF THR SUN—Sir: Can Went &
Spent get in the Hall of Fame? They are coal
haulers here, A M,
BUYraLo, November 4.

Passing of the Sea Chest.
From the Pall Mol Gazette,

The midshipman’s “chestesses” made famous
in the “Old Biue Posts” distich is the latest of the
old nava) institutions to be attacked by this re-
forming Board of Admiralty. When a cadet
enters Oshorne College he gets himself a sea chest,
which also serves him as & wardrobe gnd general
receptacle for all sorts of odds and ends during
bis period as & midshipman: and so 1t has a)-
ways been. But the Admirafly have come to
the conclusion that the time honored sea chest
should be replaced by a small portable chest of
drawers, and the captains of all ships carrying
middies bave been asked to give thelr opinions
upon the proposed change. In all probabllity
the middy ‘s sea chest will not much longer adorn
the after flats of his Majesty's ships.

Auntomobiles Ulose an Axle Faotory.
From the Berkshire Courler.

The axle plant of the Dalzell Axle Company at
South Fgremont announces that it is to shut
down for an IndefinMe period. The plant has
been run at & loss for some time owing to the fact
that the manufacture of automoblies has dis-
placed the use of carriages to such an extent that
there is iittle call for the high grade of axles that
has been turned out at the South Egremont shops.
1t is possible that work will be resumed at the
plant in the spring. but that Is still uncertain,

Histeric Irish Town to Be Seld.
From the L Evening St
Great Interest Is being evinced in the saie by
publie auction of what Is practically the whole
town of Dumgannon, the property of Farl
of Ranfurly and historic as the birthp of the
irish Volunteer movement of more than a cen-
tury ago. The sale will include not only Dun-
gannon with its population of 3,700 but several
Villages and townlands ln the viclsity.
.

NEW BOOKS.

"T'was a Droad Place for a Lover's Leap,

Mary Gordon, though she was an so.
tress, was more faithful than her hand.
some lover Guy Chalmer was. She was
indeed entirely faithful. It may be rea |
in Mr. Ridgwell Cullum’s story of *“Ti«
Compact®” (Hodder & Stoughton), how
she promised her lover to wait threa
years for him; how she did wait the 1)
length of that considerable time; how
then, believing that he had perished in
South Africa, she consented reluctant!s
to be the wife of that strong man, Ferm. «
Elwood; how she went with Elwood 1
his isolated South African home; how
there Chalmer turned up, gay and de-
bonair and fluent with excuses; how Guy
oconspired with the enemies of Britich
dominion in that land; how he sought 1
win away Ferman's bride; how Marv
came to despise her recreant lover and 1o
love her husband; how the Wondergat
was a deep, mysterious pool which re-
oeived terribly bodies that fell into it -
sucked them down, |conveyed them
through an underground river and cast
them up again in some remote lake; how
the husband compelled the lover to enter
into a compact whereby that one of the
two who at the end of a year found him-
self not possessed of Mary's love was to
throw himself into the Wondergat: how
before the end of the year, though not
too soon, it was made plain that Mary
loved her husband and did not love Guy
and how matters came out after that.

Guy was good to look at, with a tall,
lithe figure and a dark hardsome face.
Pity that one so handsome should have
lacked the more sterling qualities. Mary
is recorded early in the story as having
said to him: *“Oh, Guy, it is terrible to
love as I do.” He passed it off in his

Elwood. In the cab on the way to the
theatre she said to him: “I have no love
give you." He was satisfied. His
with contentment. He said
her passive hand to his lips:
“You will love me, Mary, in the end.”
The Wondergat was an appalling plaoce.
It was “an imperceptible ' Rod

g

- Whether or not it was populated by blind

fish is not made clear. When Mary's
husband was seeking to discover its
depth his massive sounding apparatus,
after an achievement of %00 feet, was
violently torn away. Probably it was
carried off by the subterranean and sub-
marine current, not by the blind fishes,
but the reader is sk'ifully left in some
mystification upon this point.

Mary’s h d’'s farm comprised 5,000
“morgen” o: land. It was an ideal spot,
near Mafeking. “It was here that he
brought his bride straight from the foggy
heart of London.” When presently he
announced that he had met a man whose
name was Guy Chalmer, and that he had
invited him to call, the effect upon Mary
was naturally disturbing. “Guy Chalmer!
Cuy Chalmer! The name rang in her
ears, in her brain; it was written in letters
of fire before her eyes wherever she looked.
Guy Chalmer alive! And he as com-
ing to tiffin to-morrow. She Wuddenly

laughed, a sharp. harsh laugh. Shoe felt
she wanted to shriek.” She was ablo 1)
bear herself calmly when he did c¢ome

has | She dissembled. She listened and smilo |

True, her heart ached and spurred her 1o
an angry scorn, “but none of this did she
show.” He had to enjoy his tiflin as ho
might, without the least accompanyin -
assurance that Mary still loved him.

The husband d§d not have a very kesn
perception. It was perfectly -obviou
that Mary did not love Guy at all, but
Elwood thought that she did. When
Elwood went to Guy with the plan for

' jumping into the Wondergat Guy hear.|

his approaching footsteps and “spran:
to his feet with a muttered curse.” Litile
did that avail him. There never ye!
was human power that under certain
ciroumstances ocould evade the patient
search and vigil long of him who treasures
up a wrong, says Byron, and Guy, not-
withstanding all his devigusness, came
to be aware of this. The story is full
and satisfactory.

.A Stery of the Deecline of Spain.

It is the great church of Toledo that s
particularly signified in the title of Vin-
cent Blasco Ibafiez’s story of “The Shadow
of the Cathedral,” translated from the
Spanish by Mrs. W. A. Gillespie (E. P,
Dutton and Company), but the title has
also a symbolical meaning. - This is &
novel with a purpose, and the purpose is
to account for the “decadence® or the
eclipse of Spain—for the decline of that
nation in power, importance and possibly
happiness since say, the time of Charles
V. and Philip II. The title declares the
reason that is advanced in the tale for
this eclipse—~the cause of the occultation,
as the author has found it. It is the shadow
of the Church that is upon Spaln. Of
course it was very much upon her at the
time when Philip was enforcing his strong
views; the story considers that ofroum~
stance.

There is a description of the cathedral
at Toledo, the Mother Church of Spain,
for which the reader should be grateful.
It is a reminder of the account of Notre
Dame in Victor Hugo's story. The detail
is remarkable—ocopious, ekilfully delib-
erate, always interesting. Gabriel huna
was born and reared in the ocathedral.
His people for generations had been
gardeners in the place. They lived up in
the second cloister, where lived also tha
families of the bell ringer, the shoemaker
and a number of others—a little town of
families. He fell a viotim to learning.
He became a heretic, then an anarchist.
He roamed about the world with Lucy,
a consumptive English “comrade.”
preaching the “cause.” He did not preach
violence; his anarchy was “philosophical”
only; he was thoroughly gentle, loving
and kind. Nevertheless the police go!
after him. He suffered tortures in prison:
tasted during two years the bitterness of
confinement in the notorious castle of
Montjuich at lona.

Lucy died. wandered back home
to end his life in the great cathedral
There he could die safely, secure from
the police. “Who would ever imagine
he was there? That growth of seven
centuries, built by vanished greatnes«
for a dying faith,should be his last refuge
In the full tide of unbelief the church
should be his sanctuary, as it had been
in former days to those great criminals
of the Middle Ages who from the heigh
of the cloister mocked at justice, detained
at the door like beggars.” In the shadow
of the cathedral he recalled Montjuich
He saw again his Moorish dungeon lightoi
up. Men in uniform beat him with cudgei=,
pursuing him about, “his back resoundinz
like an empty box beneath the blows.”
Then he would be left lodg days alon-
with salted food and no water. AN
infernal thirst racked his bowels. “Seek
ing freshpess for his mouth he woull
pass his tongue over the filthy walls
finding a certain alleviation in the lim»
of the whitewash.”

In the cathedral he showed visitors
about. There were three sorts of tickets
The green ones were the dearest. Thev
cost two pesetas ecach., With a green
ticket the visitor could see everything:
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light way. Mary was quite honest with .




